
Hartlepool  CC Andrew Kerr Compt. Open 

1 Banksy Banksy’s work combines dark humour with graffiti executed 
in a distinctive stencilling technique. Here the author has 
captured one of his works on a crumbling wall surrounded 
by a collection of graffiti which bring interest back into this 
otherwise dull building. The star of course is Banksy’s work 
and this has been recorded well by the author giving detail 
leading your eye along the wall. The downpipe is integral in 
supporting the stencilled image. 

2 Big Wheel The author has taken us under the big wheel to show the 
attractive pattern in this structure. To make it harder, they 
have chosen night time when it’s easy to burn out the lights 
on the structure. But the author has handled that quite well 
here. The image has impact in monochrome. Shame about 
the stray light to the bottom left of picture. 

3 
Highly 
Commended 

Bottles and Balls The author has delivered a competent still life using 
carefully controlled light on this still life image of a type so 
popular during lock down. The red and blue work well 
together as does the choice of bottles and the interesting 
tops. Careful lighting has lit the bottle tops just enough and 
the positioning has brought out the bottle detail well. This 
image works well and could appeal as a print of the wall. 

4 Ceiling Was the ceiling like this and why? These are questions I’m 
asking myself so to that extent the image as worked as it is 
creating interest. The tones are simple, but good as they 
work as a pattern. Success in its simplicity. Well thought 
out, exposed and composed. 

5 Christmas Spirit Night time Neon’s in Hartlepool at Christmas are the 
foundation for this image, composition and exposure are 
the skill needed to bring it together and the author has 
succeeded here. The MacDonald’s ‘hallmark’ sign doesn’t 
dominate the image, but is just enough to let us know were 
somewhere in the centre of this town. 

6 
2nd place 

Climbing High This author looks beyond the ‘barriers’ to find images with 
colour, style and shape. A pleasing composition which 
would make good wallpaper and sell an extortionate cost. I 
struggle to find any part of this image which is not pleasing 
on the eye. 

7 Crystal Ball I see Crystal Balls, I see colours and a high key construction 
of the image, and my eyes do not sit comfortably with this 
image. The idea is great, the skills shown in its composition 
are good, worth having another goes at this concept. 

8 Implosion An interesting pattern of Christmas lighting created by the 
author. Good in that the illumination of the image source 
was out of the authors control, but skill a credible image 
has been achieved. 

9 Infinity Bridge rs. A wonderful piece of steel construction so gracefully 
designed allowing us to photograph it from many angles 
and times of the day. The light coloured steels are the star 
of the show. The footway with spotlights underneath 
appears distracting. Perhaps a crop may improve image? 



10 Jigsaw The author has been having fun making this composite of 
many shapes and colours with emphasis on the jigsaw. I felt 
myself spending too much time trying to work out what the 
green background was which took my concentration of the 
whole concept of the picture. A brave effort, so good ideas 
keep at it. 

11 Lake Reflection An interesting piece of sculpture reflects on the ripple of 
water it stands next to on this image. The sculpture 
certainly has an impact on what is an ordinary parkland 
landscape on a bit of a dull day. The dark tree behind the 
sculpture enhances its detail, and the differing colour of the 
trees enhances the background. I do wonder what the view 
would be like from the other side of the water, but that 
may not have been possible. 

12 Morecambe 
Sundown 

A monochrome view of the sun going down over a strip of 
boats anchored at rest at the end of the day. The silhouette 
of the life belt reminds us of the danger of water, and the 
railings give us that extra protection. Not sure of the 
medium used to take the picture, but there is a softness of 
detail which reduces the impact of the scene. 

13 Mysterious Globe A mysterious globe it certainly s! Powerful in its colour in 
this night shot by the river. A well l controlled exposure by 
the author giving us plenty of detail and depth into the 
image. 

14 
Highly 
Commended 

Neglected A brave author to take their camera into an old shed and 
produce a competition worthy image out of old bits and 
pieces. However, it has worked. Your eyes travel along the 
depth of this image, trying to identify the bits and pieces 
along the way. It’s a journey which brings you back to check 
out the post production work which contributes a lot to the 
interest of this image. 

15 Owen A picture of shape, colour and movement. The speed and 
power of the game is shown with the camera movement 
which removes any distractions in the background. An 
image of colour as well which is not easy to achieve, so well 
done. 

16 Psychedelic Station The power of imagination and post production techniques 
are well demonstrated here. The old cobbles and rail tracks 
are joined by eyes which surround the image. 

17 Pylon Quarter The stark construction of the pylon is shown in this image. A 
pattern of engineering so familiar in our landscape. The 
gritty post production here gives us a message of isolation 
as they travel across our landscape. 

18 RAFA Eagle A RAFA Memorial with a magnificent eagle at the top sitting 
on a world with wings extended. Such a pity it’s a dull day. 
Would have preferred to have been able to read all the text 
or none at all. In my view there is so much scope in just 
photographing the eagle itself. Something to think about if 
you get another chance. 

19 Reflection Perhaps a tuba photographed close up showing the 
reflection of a lovely summer day! We can’t make out the 



musician, but we know he’s there. Like the fingers on the 
notes and the hand on the music Well composed and 
exposed. 

20 Rusty Vent Mono treatment means I have to imagine the rust, whereas 
colour treatment may have shown me rust as per the title. I 
like the composition, and the boldness of photographing 
something many of us would ignore. 

21 Shattered Peace A well spotted image, the Eiffel Tower through a shattered 
window capturing the word peace. A dark and gritty 
production giving a message in itself. Interesting 
composition. 

22 Sky High Wander around modern building complexes on a day with 
good light and you can come across shapes like this. They 
are always there; the skill is to spot them that make an 
interesting and dynamic image. The gold diamond shapes 
bring your eyes into the strength of this piece of modern 
building architecture. 

23 Smokey2 The light on the smoke and the patterns created make an 
interesting picture. The strong contrast creates a drama 
which impacts on the eye. Good shapes, well captured and 
lit. Perhaps some tidy up with the stray bits around the 
picture. 

24 Socket Reflections It never ceases to amaze me what ideas photographers will 
come up with to create an image. These sockets look brand 
new, I can’t see any oil or grease on them! The strong 
diagonal angle and use of light enhances the shapes of the 
items. 

25 Spectrum of light Creative in shape and colour, a spectrum of light as a 
background and a sphere. I struggle to find a point of 
sharpness, unless that was the author’s intention. Perhaps 
too much space to the right of the sphere 

26 Speed of light An interesting piece of post-production which creates a 
pleasant make believe landscape with the aircraft, 
lighthouse and surrounding landscape, or at least that’s 
how I see it! Pushing the boundaries with new ideas, always 
welcome in photography. 

27 St Giles door screen An interesting carved shape with blue lighting from the 
rear. Lots of pictures within the picture. Perhaps consider 
tasking a section of the blue light lit silhouette and make a 
picture. Figure being can distract, surrounding edges which 
are not lit the same, don’t support the images. 

28 Stack of squares Chairs stacked in Durham Cathedral. No space for storage, 
closer in on the shapes may enhance the finished image. 
Lots of surroundings not needed. Good idea. 

29 Starlings A group of starlings on the chair back. Must be a good spot 
to roost and have a chat. Deposits on bench show it’s a 
popular place. Post production treatment brings a dull 
finish to the image. 

30 Stockton Ghosts A group of skeletons crossing the bridge with shields, a 
message there somewhere! Perhaps part of a seasonal 
lighting display. The author has exposed the image correctly 



but I don’t think the spot lights below the walkway 
contribute to the image. But good fun! 

31 Strange goings on in 
Stockton 

The same bridge as the previous image. Ill haver to check 
this out, lots of possibilities here. Good exposure, again I 
don’t think the spotlights of the walkway contribute to the 
image. 

32 
3rd place 

Stripes and a swirl I think this image works well in composition, construction 
and colour. All essential ingredients when you take risks 
with abstract photography. The vertical and horizontal line 
base leads you into the picture and beyond. The sphere and 
the colours invite you to seek an interpretation. The lighting 
is appropriate and well handled. Good 

33 Take the weight off The author has found a seat without bird droppings or 
other deposits, seen the power of the curve, created a 
diagonal approach, and emphasised the light and shape of 
the image. And it works. Good 

34 Through the 
magnifying glass 

An intriguing look through the looking glass at two naked 
figures in a shell. Created in ’92 but re created in 22 by our 
author here. The idea is fun, you need to magnify to see the 
action. 

35 Time Warp A zoom on some Christmas lights which has created an 
interesting and colourful night image. Not always 
straightforward, well done. 

36 Trail of light Perhaps a similar location to the previous image. A good 
example of zoom during exposure, with good pattern nicely 
fitting into frame. Perhaps removal of the lit doorway on 
the left could be considered. 

37 
Highly 
Commended 

Walking Well spotted and composed. The walker’s shadow, light, 
dune and stream all contribute to a simple but effective 
image. 

38 
Highly 
Commended 

Wall Ill take the authors word that this is a wall, but I cannot find 
anything which shows me it’s a wall. But I suppose that is 
idea, create something with simple tones and patterns and 
it often works well as it does here. Well spotted, pushing 
the boat out in ideas has worked. 

39 
1st place 

Watering the garden It won’t be long before were doing this again! This 
composite has many ingredients which are pleasing on the 
eye. The daisies, only take up 25% of the picture but they 
dominate. The grass above the daisies flopping to the left 
with nonchalance, the background tones and colours 
together with the recession of sharpness, all work well. 
Good. 
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